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MustelaMustelaMustelaMustela lutreolalutreolalutreolalutreola L.,1761L.,1761L.,1761L.,1761–––– inininin shortshortshortshort
• ClassificationClassificationClassificationClassification

Order: Order: Order: Order: CarnivoraCarnivoraCarnivoraCarnivora, , , , SuborderSuborderSuborderSuborder: : : : CaniformiaCaniformiaCaniformiaCaniformia, , , , FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily: : : : MustelidaeMustelidaeMustelidaeMustelidae, , , , SubfamilySubfamilySubfamilySubfamily: : : : MusMusMusMus----
telinaetelinaetelinaetelinae,,,,GenusGenusGenusGenus::::MustelaMustelaMustelaMustela,,,,SubgenusSubgenusSubgenusSubgenus::::LutreolaLutreolaLutreolaLutreola;;;;unclearunclearunclearunclearsubspeciessubspeciessubspeciessubspeciesclassificationclassificationclassificationclassification....

• PhysicalPhysicalPhysicalPhysical DescriptionDescriptionDescriptionDescription

SlenderSlenderSlenderSlender, , , , streamlinedstreamlinedstreamlinedstreamlined body body body body withwithwithwith shortshortshortshort legslegslegslegs, , , , littlelittlelittlelittle earsearsearsears andandandand shortshortshortshort bushybushybushybushy tailtailtailtail. . . . ItItItIt isisisis
coveredcoveredcoveredcovered by soft, by soft, by soft, by soft, darkdarkdarkdark brownbrownbrownbrown fur. fur. fur. fur. MalesMalesMalesMales areareareare fromfromfromfrom 30 30 30 30 –––– 45 cm 45 cm 45 cm 45 cm inininin body body body body lengthlengthlengthlength, , , , 
andandandand weightweightweightweight to 1000 to 1000 to 1000 to 1000 gramsgramsgramsgrams, , , , whilewhilewhilewhile thethethethe femalesfemalesfemalesfemales areareareare slightlyslightlyslightlyslightly smallersmallersmallersmaller ((((YoungmanYoungmanYoungmanYoungman 1990)1990)1990)1990)....

• BehaviourBehaviourBehaviourBehaviour andandandand reproductionreproductionreproductionreproduction

Gustav Mützel, 1927

SemiSemiSemiSemi----aquaticaquaticaquaticaquatic, , , , riparianriparianriparianriparian, , , , nocturnalnocturnalnocturnalnocturnal
predatorpredatorpredatorpredator, , , , huntinghuntinghuntinghunting fishfishfishfish, , , , amphibiansamphibiansamphibiansamphibians, , , , 
crayfishcrayfishcrayfishcrayfish, , , , smallsmallsmallsmall mammalsmammalsmammalsmammals andandandand birdsbirdsbirdsbirds; ; ; ; 
nestsnestsnestsnests inininin bank hole, bank hole, bank hole, bank hole, hollowhollowhollowhollow treetreetreetree, , , , unununun----
derderderder rootsrootsrootsroots, , , , beaverbeaverbeaverbeaver houseshouseshouseshouses; ; ; ; matingmatingmatingmating
seasonseasonseasonseason –––– fromfromfromfrom FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary to to to to MarchMarchMarchMarch, , , , 
thethethethe litterlitterlitterlittersizesizesizesize––––3333----4444puppiespuppiespuppiespuppies ((((WolinskiWolinskiWolinskiWolinski 1984)1984)1984)1984)....

• HabitatHabitatHabitatHabitat

ForestForestForestForest watercourseswatercourseswatercourseswatercourses andandandand reservoreservoreservoreservo----
irsirsirsirs, , , , oxbowoxbowoxbowoxbow lakeslakeslakeslakes, , , , wetlandwetlandwetlandwetland, , , , marshmarshmarshmarsh----
landslandslandslands ((((YoungmanYoungmanYoungmanYoungman 1990)1990)1990)1990)....



Historic and current rangeHistoric and current rangeHistoric and current rangeHistoric and current range
(red (red (red (red colourcolourcolourcolour)))) of European minkof European minkof European minkof European mink

(Fur Commission USA 2008)(Fur Commission USA 2008)(Fur Commission USA 2008)(Fur Commission USA 2008)

• Geographic rangeGeographic rangeGeographic rangeGeographic range

F o r m e r l y: F o r m e r l y: F o r m e r l y: F o r m e r l y: almostalmostalmostalmost allallallall continentalcontinentalcontinentalcontinental
EuropeEuropeEuropeEurope to Ural to Ural to Ural to Ural andandandand CaucasianCaucasianCaucasianCaucasian
MountainsMountainsMountainsMountains////thethethethe IrtyshIrtyshIrtyshIrtysh andandandand Ob Ob Ob Ob RiversRiversRiversRivers....

P r e s e n t: P r e s e n t: P r e s e n t: P r e s e n t: endemicendemicendemicendemic populationspopulationspopulationspopulations inininin
SpainSpainSpainSpain,,,,France,France,France,France,Romania,Romania,Romania,Romania,UkraineUkraineUkraineUkraine(?), (?), (?), (?), 
MoldovaMoldovaMoldovaMoldova (?), (?), (?), (?), BelarusBelarusBelarusBelarus, , , , RussiaRussiaRussiaRussia andandandand
Estonia (Estonia (Estonia (Estonia (reintroducedreintroducedreintroducedreintroduced)))) ((((WozencraftWozencraftWozencraftWozencraft 1993199319931993 ))))....



Present status of European mink Present status of European mink Present status of European mink Present status of European mink 
in Polandin Polandin Polandin Poland

Historic andHistoric andHistoric andHistoric andcurrentcurrentcurrentcurrent rangerangerangerange
of European minkof European minkof European minkof European mink inininin

PolandPolandPolandPoland (red (red (red (red dotsdotsdotsdots –––– specispecispecispeci----
mensmensmensmens,,,,bluebluebluebluedotsdotsdotsdots –––– individuindividuindividuindividu----
alsalsalsals, , , , violetvioletvioletviolet dotdotdotdot –––– breedingbreedingbreedingbreeding
centrecentrecentrecentre inininin PoznanPoznanPoznanPoznan ZOO)ZOO)ZOO)ZOO)

((((YoungmanYoungmanYoungmanYoungman 1990, 1990, 1990, 1990, GlowacinskiGlowacinskiGlowacinskiGlowacinski 2001200120012001))))
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) Conservation status:Conservation status:Conservation status:Conservation status:

1934193419341934 –––– hunting lhunting lhunting lhunting laaaaw with protection period since w with protection period since w with protection period since w with protection period since 
1st. II to 31st XII,1st. II to 31st XII,1st. II to 31st XII,1st. II to 31st XII,

1952195219521952 –––– strictly protected species,strictly protected species,strictly protected species,strictly protected species,

1979197919791979 –––– Bern Convention (Appendix 2); Strictly Bern Convention (Appendix 2); Strictly Bern Convention (Appendix 2); Strictly Bern Convention (Appendix 2); Strictly 
Protected Species,Protected Species,Protected Species,Protected Species,

1992199219921992 –––– Habitats Directive (Habitats Directive (Habitats Directive (Habitats Directive (AnnexAnnexAnnexAnnexIIIIIIII,,,,Annex IVAnnex IVAnnex IVAnnex IV); ); ); ); 
Species of CommuniSpecies of CommuniSpecies of CommuniSpecies of Community                    ty                    ty                    ty                    
Importance, PrioriImportance, PrioriImportance, PrioriImportance, Priority ty ty ty 
Species,Species,Species,Species,

1999199919991999 –––– IUCN Action IUCN Action IUCN Action IUCN Action 
Plan for Small Plan for Small Plan for Small Plan for Small CarniCarniCarniCarni----
voresvoresvoresvores; First priority of ; First priority of ; First priority of ; First priority of 
European species European species European species European species 
protection,protection,protection,protection,

2003200320032003 –––– IUCN Red List; IUCN Red List; IUCN Red List; IUCN Red List; 
ExtinctExtinctExtinctExtinct (i(i(i(in n n n PolandPolandPolandPoland))))....

EuropeanEuropeanEuropeanEuropean
EndangeredEndangeredEndangeredEndangered
SpeciesSpeciesSpeciesSpecies
ProgrammeProgrammeProgrammeProgramme
(EEP), (EEP), (EEP), (EEP), tilltilltilltill 1994199419941994



DefiningDefiningDefiningDefining thethethethe problem problem problem problem –––– Why is Why is Why is Why is 
European mink disappearing?European mink disappearing?European mink disappearing?European mink disappearing?

• Habitat lossHabitat lossHabitat lossHabitat loss –––– land drainage, land drainage, land drainage, land drainage, 
riverriverriverriver----control (Claudius 1866, control (Claudius 1866, control (Claudius 1866, control (Claudius 1866, 
MaranMaranMaranMaran 2007).2007).2007).2007).

• OverhuntingOverhuntingOverhuntingOverhunting/c/c/c/commercial ommercial ommercial ommercial 
trapping for fur trapping for fur trapping for fur trapping for fur –––– between 1922 between 1922 between 1922 between 1922 
to 1924 in the Soviet Union an to 1924 in the Soviet Union an to 1924 in the Soviet Union an to 1924 in the Soviet Union an 
average of 50 000 mink pelts average of 50 000 mink pelts average of 50 000 mink pelts average of 50 000 mink pelts 
were collected and the record were collected and the record were collected and the record were collected and the record 
was 75 000 individuals (was 75 000 individuals (was 75 000 individuals (was 75 000 individuals (NovikovNovikovNovikovNovikov
1939, Nowak 1999, 1939, Nowak 1999, 1939, Nowak 1999, 1939, Nowak 1999, MaranMaranMaranMaran
2007).2007).2007).2007).

• HHHHybridizationybridizationybridizationybridization between the between the between the between the 
polecat, polecat, polecat, polecat, M. M. M. M. putoriusputoriusputoriusputorius –––– (Lode et (Lode et (Lode et (Lode et 
al. 2005, al. 2005, al. 2005, al. 2005, MaranMaranMaranMaran 2007, 2007, 2007, 2007, 
AmistlavskyAmistlavskyAmistlavskyAmistlavsky 2008).2008).2008).2008).

„„„„KhonorikKhonorikKhonorikKhonorik”””” ----
hybridhybridhybridhybrid ofofofof
polecatpolecatpolecatpolecat andandandand
EuropeanEuropeanEuropeanEuropean
minkminkminkmink, , , , bredbredbredbred
inininin RussiaRussiaRussiaRussia inininin
1978197819781978 (KalininKalininKalininKalinin
2007) 2007) 2007) 2007) 

Habitat Habitat Habitat Habitat losslosslossloss
by by by by riverriverriverriver
regulationregulationregulationregulation



• Impact of the American minkImpact of the American minkImpact of the American minkImpact of the American mink, , , , 
M. M. M. M. visonvisonvisonvison –––– intraspeciesintraspeciesintraspeciesintraspecies agressionagressionagressionagression, , , , 
reproreproreprorepro----ductiveductiveductiveductive superiority, surplus superiority, surplus superiority, surplus superiority, surplus 
killing (killing (killing (killing (JedrzejewskaJedrzejewskaJedrzejewskaJedrzejewska and and and and JedrzejewJedrzejewJedrzejewJedrzejew----
ski 1989, ski 1989, ski 1989, ski 1989, KossakKossakKossakKossak 1989, 1989, 1989, 1989, SidorovichSidorovichSidorovichSidorovich et et et et 
al. 1999, al. 1999, al. 1999, al. 1999, CenaCenaCenaCena et al. 2003, et al. 2003, et al. 2003, et al. 2003, MaranMaranMaranMaran
2007).2007).2007).2007).

• PollutionPollutionPollutionPollution ((((SchropferSchropferSchropferSchropfer and and and and PaliochaPaliochaPaliochaPaliocha
1989, Lode 2002, 1989, Lode 2002, 1989, Lode 2002, 1989, Lode 2002, MaranMaranMaranMaran 2007).2007).2007).2007).

• Introduced diseasesIntroduced diseasesIntroduced diseasesIntroduced diseases –––– Aleutian Aleutian Aleutian Aleutian 
disease virus, disease virus, disease virus, disease virus, myxomatosismyxomatosismyxomatosismyxomatosis ((((ManasManasManasManas
et al. 2001, et al. 2001, et al. 2001, et al. 2001, MaranMaranMaranMaran 2007).2007).2007).2007).

• Genetic bottleneckGenetic bottleneckGenetic bottleneckGenetic bottleneck –––– loss of loss of loss of loss of 
genetic genetic genetic genetic 
diversity (Lode 1999).diversity (Lode 1999).diversity (Lode 1999).diversity (Lode 1999).

• Climate changeClimate changeClimate changeClimate change ––––
marine/continental marine/continental marine/continental marine/continental 
climate spells (climate spells (climate spells (climate spells (VoipioVoipioVoipioVoipio 1946).1946).1946).1946).

• IntraguildIntraguildIntraguildIntraguild predationpredationpredationpredation –––– lack of large lack of large lack of large lack of large 
predators and increase of predators and increase of predators and increase of predators and increase of medimedimedimediuuuummmm----
size predators populations (size predators populations (size predators populations (size predators populations (MaranMaranMaranMaran
and and and and HenttonenHenttonenHenttonenHenttonen 1995).1995).1995).1995).

AmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican minkminkminkmink, , , , M. M. M. M. visonvisonvisonvison, , , , SchrebSchrebSchrebSchreb. 1777 . 1777 . 1777 . 1777 
(Morris 2008) (Morris 2008) (Morris 2008) (Morris 2008) 
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TheTheTheThe Red Red Red Red foxfoxfoxfox, , , , VulpesVulpesVulpesVulpes vulpesvulpesvulpesvulpes
populationpopulationpopulationpopulation growthgrowthgrowthgrowth inininin PolandPolandPolandPoland (1995(1995(1995(1995----2004)2004)2004)2004)

(Central (Central (Central (Central StatisticalStatisticalStatisticalStatistical Office 2005) Office 2005) Office 2005) Office 2005) 



no no no no occurrenceoccurrenceoccurrenceoccurrence

National Parks and cities National Parks and cities National Parks and cities National Parks and cities 

DensityDensityDensityDensity ofofofof
AmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican minkminkminkmink
inininin thethethethe huntinghuntinghuntinghunting
districtsdistrictsdistrictsdistricts ofofofof PolandPolandPolandPoland
(2001(2001(2001(2001----2004)2004)2004)2004)

A A A A –––– numbernumbernumbernumber ofofofof
specimensspecimensspecimensspecimens inininin
huntinghuntinghuntinghunting districtsdistrictsdistrictsdistricts; ; ; ; 

B B B B –––– averageaverageaverageaveragenumnumnumnum----
berberberber ofofofof specispecispecispeci----
mensmensmensmens/1000/1000/1000/1000hahahaha

((((GrabinskaGrabinskaGrabinskaGrabinska 2007)2007)2007)2007)



Main directionMain directionMain directionMain directionssss
of American of American of American of American 
mink feral mink feral mink feral mink feral 
population population population population 
spreading in spreading in spreading in spreading in 
PolandPolandPolandPoland
and and and and 
it currit currit currit curreeeent nt nt nt distridistridistridistri----
butionbutionbutionbution

((((Bartoszewicz Bartoszewicz Bartoszewicz Bartoszewicz andandandand
Zalewski 2008Zalewski 2008Zalewski 2008Zalewski 2008))))



ChangesChangesChangesChanges inininin numbernumbernumbernumber ofofofof AmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican minksminksminksminks (2001(2001(2001(2001----2004)2004)2004)2004)

((((GrabinskaGrabinskaGrabinskaGrabinska 2007)2007)2007)2007)
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TheTheTheThe goalgoalgoalgoal andandandand objectivesobjectivesobjectivesobjectives ofofofof
conservationconservationconservationconservation ProgrammeProgrammeProgrammeProgramme inininin PolandPolandPolandPoland

Does it make any sense to Does it make any sense to Does it make any sense to Does it make any sense to 
restore European mink in restore European mink in restore European mink in restore European mink in 
inland areas? inland areas? inland areas? inland areas? –––– the French the French the French the French 
/Spain and Estonian cases/Spain and Estonian cases/Spain and Estonian cases/Spain and Estonian cases

The goal: The goal: The goal: The goal: TO CONSERVE A GENE POOL OF EUROPEAN MINK AT PRESENT TO CONSERVE A GENE POOL OF EUROPEAN MINK AT PRESENT TO CONSERVE A GENE POOL OF EUROPEAN MINK AT PRESENT TO CONSERVE A GENE POOL OF EUROPEAN MINK AT PRESENT 
AND RECOVER ITS POPULATIONS IN THE FUTUREAND RECOVER ITS POPULATIONS IN THE FUTUREAND RECOVER ITS POPULATIONS IN THE FUTUREAND RECOVER ITS POPULATIONS IN THE FUTURE

Is conservation Is conservation Is conservation Is conservation 
and protection and protection and protection and protection 

of extinct of extinct of extinct of extinct 
species species species species 
possible?possible?possible?possible?

What for What for What for What for 
protect protect protect protect 

M. lutreola M. lutreola M. lutreola M. lutreola 
in Poland?in Poland?in Poland?in Poland?

The detailed Objectives (by The detailed Objectives (by The detailed Objectives (by The detailed Objectives (by prioritprioritprioritprioritiesiesiesies))))

1111stststst stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 –––– …………) ) ) ) 

2222ndndndnd stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (2008 2008 2008 2008 –––– 2012/20152012/20152012/20152012/2015))))

3333rd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATION PROTECTION (?)rd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATION PROTECTION (?)rd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATION PROTECTION (?)rd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATION PROTECTION (?)

HowHowHowHow to to to to 
overcomeovercomeovercomeovercome
thethethethe causescausescausescauses
ofofofofextinctionextinctionextinctionextinction????

Answering hard questionsAnswering hard questionsAnswering hard questionsAnswering hard questions…………



ConservationConservationConservationConservation////protectionprotectionprotectionprotection activitiesactivitiesactivitiesactivities
1111stststst stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 stage: CONSERVATION OF THE GENE POOL (2008 –––– …………) ) ) ) 

2222ndndndnd stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (stage: HABITAT RESTORATION (2008 2008 2008 2008 –––– 2012/20152012/20152012/20152012/2015))))

3333rd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATIONrd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATIONrd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATIONrd stage: REINTRODUCTION AND POPULATIONPROTECTIONPROTECTIONPROTECTIONPROTECTION(?)(?)(?)(?)

1.1.1.1. EDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION and public awareness rising (demonstration a and public awareness rising (demonstration a and public awareness rising (demonstration a and public awareness rising (demonstration a 
necessity, validity and ability of partially extinct species necessity, validity and ability of partially extinct species necessity, validity and ability of partially extinct species necessity, validity and ability of partially extinct species 
conservation and restitution)conservation and restitution)conservation and restitution)conservation and restitution)....

2222. . . . EX SITUEX SITUEX SITUEX SITU species conservation (species conservation (species conservation (species conservation (cryopreservationcryopreservationcryopreservationcryopreservation, , , , captive captive captive captive brebrebrebre----
edingedingedingeding and reproductive technology, preparation the and reproductive technology, preparation the and reproductive technology, preparation the and reproductive technology, preparation the backgrobackgrobackgrobackgro----
und for reintroduction, recognition the European mink as an und for reintroduction, recognition the European mink as an und for reintroduction, recognition the European mink as an und for reintroduction, recognition the European mink as an 
umbrella speciesumbrella speciesumbrella speciesumbrella species, , , , cooperationcooperationcooperationcooperation withwithwithwith PolishPolishPolishPolish zoologicalzoologicalzoologicalzoological gardensgardensgardensgardens))))....

3.3.3.3. RESEARCHRESEARCHRESEARCHRESEARCH on the species biology (mainly genetic and on the species biology (mainly genetic and on the species biology (mainly genetic and on the species biology (mainly genetic and 
population ecology).population ecology).population ecology).population ecology).

4.4.4.4. MONITORINGMONITORINGMONITORINGMONITORING andandandand reductionreductionreductionreduction of American minkof American minkof American minkof American mink’’’’s feral s feral s feral s feral 
population (cooperation with national forest servicepopulation (cooperation with national forest servicepopulation (cooperation with national forest servicepopulation (cooperation with national forest service,,,, hunters hunters hunters hunters 
associationsassociationsassociationsassociations andandandand fur fur fur fur breedersbreedersbreedersbreeders))))....

5.5.5.5. HABITATHABITATHABITATHABITAT protection and restorationprotection and restorationprotection and restorationprotection and restoration....

6.6.6.6. ActionsActionsActionsActions takentakentakentaken accordingaccordingaccordingaccording to IUCN REINTRODUCTION to IUCN REINTRODUCTION to IUCN REINTRODUCTION to IUCN REINTRODUCTION directionsdirectionsdirectionsdirections....
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ConservationConservationConservationConservation breedingbreedingbreedingbreeding
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GeograGeograGeograGeographphphphicicicic
distribution of distribution of distribution of distribution of 
potential potential potential potential 
habitats habitats habitats habitats ((((darkdarkdarkdark
blueblueblueblue) ) ) ) of of of of 
European mink European mink European mink European mink 
(also American (also American (also American (also American 
mink) in Polandmink) in Polandmink) in Polandmink) in Poland
((((thethethethe most most most most 
convenientconvenientconvenientconvenient
placesplacesplacesplaces for for for for 
reintroductionreintroductionreintroductionreintroduction
markedmarkedmarkedmarked withwithwithwith
red red red red circlescirclescirclescircles))))

((((KlimaszykKlimaszykKlimaszykKlimaszyk 2007200720072007, , , , 
changedchangedchangedchanged))))

ForestForestForestForest
watercourseswatercourseswatercourseswatercourses andandandand
reservoirsreservoirsreservoirsreservoirs, , , , oxbowoxbowoxbowoxbow
lakeslakeslakeslakes, , , , wetlandwetlandwetlandwetland, , , , 
marshlandsmarshlandsmarshlandsmarshlands



HowHowHowHow to to to to solvesolvesolvesolve thethethethe AmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican minkminkminkmink
problem?problem?problem?problem?

TheTheTheThe ProblemProblemProblemProblem
((((consecuenceconsecuenceconsecuenceconsecuence))))

TheTheTheThe SolutionSolutionSolutionSolutionTheTheTheThe CauseCauseCauseCause

Escapes of animals from Escapes of animals from Escapes of animals from Escapes of animals from 
fur farms (high demand for fur farms (high demand for fur farms (high demand for fur farms (high demand for 

farm mink coats)farm mink coats)farm mink coats)farm mink coats)

Lack of hunters interest Lack of hunters interest Lack of hunters interest Lack of hunters interest 
in feral American mink in feral American mink in feral American mink in feral American mink 

huntinghuntinghuntinghunting

Intended minks liberation Intended minks liberation Intended minks liberation Intended minks liberation 
from fur farms (extreme from fur farms (extreme from fur farms (extreme from fur farms (extreme 

ecologist)ecologist)ecologist)ecologist)

Lack of demand for natural  Lack of demand for natural  Lack of demand for natural  Lack of demand for natural  
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Tallinn Zoological Gardens

Foundation "Lutreola"

European mink Species Committee

Verein zur Erhaltung des Europäischen Nerzes - EuroNerz e.V.

Universität Osnabrück

Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel

IZW - Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research 

Université de Liège

University d'Angers

Universitat de Barcelona

European mink Species Committee

Centre de Fauna del Pont de Suert 

National Academy of 
Sciences of Belarus

University of Helsinki

University of Kuopio

Helsinki Zoo 

Russian Academy of Sciences

Central Forest State Nature Biosphere Reserve Zapovednik

Universität für Bodenkultur Wien

Stichting Otterstation
Nederland

The Ukrainian Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve

Species Survival Commission,IUCN

World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA)

EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS (EAZA)

The Conservation Breeding Specialist Group (CBSG)

European Fur Breeders Association (EFBA)

Dirección de Asuntos Europeos - Diputación Foral de Álava

Dirección General del Medio Natural - Gobierno de La Rioja

Junta de Castilla y Léon - Consejería de Medio Ambiente

Dirección General de Bosques y Biodiversidad

Nature Conservation Foundation

Scottish Natural Heritage 

European mink EEP Program 
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